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ATTACK IN THE WEST

&€ A n offensive will be planned on the northern flank of

Azrw Western Front through Luxembourg, Belgium
and Holland. This offensive must be launched at the
earliest possible moment and in the greatest possible
strength.

“The purpose of this offensive will be to defeat as much
of the French Army and the forces of the Allies fighting by
their side, and at the same time to win as much territory
as possible in Holland, Belgium and northern France to
serve as a base for the successful prosecution of the air
and sea war agair
area for the economi

t England and as a wide protective
lly vital Rubr”

Hitler's Directive No.6 for the Conduct of War
9 October 1939
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ppe 186
ABO109 B3 3t

‘Sitzkrieg’

® 291
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Luftwale Colo
Volume One Section 3
pake 276 for detily)

sty
pattcrn of dark

RLM 7D and on the uppersurfaces with light bloe
(RLM 65) on the fusclage sides and underneath

ABOVEAND RIGHT, During,
Was 2 major task for the

s sttioned

restng fea
M B 109 above car
ared in white outl

m
idual markings T
chevron

W 3101 i t The
numbers arc p
the same width 2y

pproximatcly
on the Ralkenkreuz, and
outlined with  thin black ine lcaving the
he light-bive (RLM 65) fuselage colour

S T

‘Sitzkrieg’ in the West @ 293
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underneath

BELOW: Mec

ing 11)G 231 in N
Saouier: Bucgn ol ABOVE. The new Kommandeur of LG 77, Major Sl Ceilgacsion 5 Mo

von Bélow Bothkamp, clambers into the cockpit of his
/18 77, early 1940 0109 -3 at Jever on the German Bight 2 the beginning of 1940 The aircrat is camouflaged in splinter pattern
o the uppersurfaces comprisiag dark green (RLM 71) and RLM Grey (RLM 02) on the uppersurfaces with light
biue (RLM 65) on the fusclage sides and underneath. By this time the old seagull embiem of 1//JG 77 had been

ecplaced by an cag's head fiying over the sca

LEFT: These 1 109
he m

LEFT. A B109 B3, coded Red 3'of 2./JG 3 being prepared for a flight at the
i of the uppersurface ca

Study of the various photographs reveals that th
e fusclape cross varied from

precisc posit

ABOVE: A reae view of I 109 E1 ‘Black 4 with the cngine running ready for akeoff

BELOW: Mechanics push 4 B 109 E:3 Black 4'through the mek
for  preflight service

Messerschmitt B 109 E-1 of 2./JG 3, Bonn a rly 1940

1G 3 played a relatively small part in the Invasion of France and the Low Countries, being reta
defence of the German homeland. Note the difference in numeral style between the ‘closed 4
alrcraft and the ‘open’ style adopted by the aircraft of 2./JG 21 as shown on the profile on pay
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G 26 Schlageter’ cmblem i probal
also featured the Steinbock” (Ram) badge of the 6. Staffel below the
i

 he uppcrsarfces with ight bloc (RLM 65)
and underneath

G 31 the lscr ok bk oemed

Variant of
6./JG 26 ‘Stelnbock’
badgo as deplcted on
Bf109 E3 'Brown 5

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of 6./JG 26, France, January 1940
This Staffel carried brown (RLM 26) numbers outlined In black In an attempt to
tone down the bright yellow normally carried by this unit.

1G 26 ‘Schiagoter

‘Sitzkrieg’ in the West ® 297
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1./1G 76 (later 11./)G 54)

ABOVE A B 109 E1 of 2/)6 76, undrgoing

cnpine mainterunce, sanh in the snow 2t
Frankfurtam Main siefckd during Janaary 19+
1 outlined in bisc

pattcn of black gren (RLM
(RLM 71) 0n the fusclage sdes and uppersurfaces
with light bluc (RLM 65) underneath.

LEFT, ABC109 E of 416 31 coxed White 9
4 in black being refucicd i the soorw carly
e

without the Iter inscription of Gott siafe Enghan:

afer the
aropagn in Poland by
Hptn Harro Harder whe
e the suafit

1959 Harder had previously

ppest
from the spring of 1940

The Forces are Assembled

y February 1940, Fall Gelb' (‘Contingency Yellow') - the German pian for the invasion of Frarce

Jand the Low Countres - had been finalised. The plan was for Generiaberst Wikneim yon Leet's
Aty Group C 1o hold the Franco German border opposite the Maginot ine while Genersioberst Gerd
von Rundstedt's Army Group A made the main attac
forests of southern Belgium and LusemBOUTE: Smutaneously Generakoperst Fedor von BOcs Army
Group B was to mour s secondary advance through northem Belgium 8nd souhem Hollend to orow
the main Brtish and French forces nOMh $0 that Rundstedt couid hit thel flank, Yon Rundstect
§r0und forces were to be supported by General Ger Flieger Abert Kes selfing's Luftfotte 2 1o wh
fightet Geschwader JG 26, JG 27, G 51 ond 26 26 were
subordinated. Von Bock's s support was 10 be provided
by General der Fleger Hugo Sperrie’s Luftfiotte 3 to
Which JG 2, 36 B1. JG 53, JG 54, JG 77 and 26 2 were
attached

In theory, the two sides were
matched on the ground, the Germans h
divisions and the four Alles

with most of the armous, thiough the Ardenre

Holland and Boigum — 149 in all. The e
possessed many more tanks, and some we ——
superior quaidy. I the air, howeve, the Germans. L
were very much stronger with 3,868 combat s —

aircraft (of which 2.776 were serviceabe P
focing around 2,600 Alied machines. Apart

from this, many Alled aircraft were old anc
6 suttered from inferior per formance.
b The largest concentration of Alied air forces was in northern Armée de A
French Rz 637 the British Advanced Alr Striking Force declared an establishme S of which we

i Briish). Apart from the fact that many of the French aifcraft were cusolete, anothe: o1cbierm was
SBEOBIDE  yome o the Briah ighter squadons were in the process of exchanging thei ok Glac.sor b
Gown by Mk fighters for the newer Hawker Hurricane. In acoition, of the 213 bombers, only neims w
160cber 198 deemed suitabie for aylight Operations. Again, most Belgian Air Force aircraft were ob
waihe G ¥

 cent of them compisi s of the Fairey Fox iight bomber of the 19205 ;
DiheCeman  per cont of them comprising varian et of the 192
Two ofthe Gloster Gladiator and Howker Murricane fighters were
were killd and Luchtvaortataeling did have a relatively moder air force
et Seviely ne Ntalian 2 ters, Douglas DB-8A attack aircr:
i as some atian CR. 42 fighters, Douglas DB.8A attack airc

C.V and C.X reconnaissance aircraft

In contrast to this the Luftwaffe was equipped wi

argely mox
important, possessed a much
concentrated into Flie

osome 1o changing ope
 the operations

ational dema

s as they occurred

By the time the invasion was rea
fighter Gruppen had been forr X
2 (on 27 April 1940) and Il

place

at took
during this peried

army zones, claiming 88 victories (of w
were Bf 1095) for the loss o

reconnaissance machines. The t

roant Sales of (fying Hawk

five victories.
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Mosserschmitt Bf 109 E-3 piloted by Uffz. Hugo Dahmer of 4./JG 26, February 1940,
The original 4./JG 26 was redesignated 8./JG 26 on 23 September 1939, a new unit being formed
which adopted a tiger’s head emblem. The unit was taken over by Hptm. X

Karl Ebbighausen.

4./1626
ropresentation of that
painted on Hugo Dahmer's Bf 109 E3
“White 7' but study of the unit's alrcrat
shows there were siight variations.

This badge Is

ELOW: Gl upof 8 B 109 13, posily Whie 12,04 26 it e
e sides and e s between this badge 1o the on

it cmblem replaced the famous Adamson’ badge White 7 The bro 1 forwand o e Schlgetcr Ceachwader script'S
! emablca indicates th ol e po

s b b

s created in the autumn of 1939,

The Forces are Assembled ® 301

in Febeuary 1940

BELOW: Unlike "White

o p

“Schlagoter’ emblem

ABOVE: On 27 Jamary 1940, 1116

and e and the WAE 3215 i
Black -
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BELOW. A factory fresh
carries s factory call sign
the wings The aircra

had yellow (RLM 04) painted gun rays.

2./1620

ABOVE AND RIGHT: Tn March 1940,2./1G 20 moved from
Dbt wher ¢ d perud n e defence of e

s 0 the st perate b i s durig e
ater part of 1939 (sce Jagdwalle, Section 3, page 250 and

nal markings
The black cu cmblen s o reaned i e sane
o on the aricr aircraf

i background are (w0

51 which at this tone was peratng
oG 53

1G 2 ‘Richthofen”
Geschwader emblem

syl <
e b s et B 1 chmod The 10 3 bade s b spplied
s plrplpunsphresy

syle a this time
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RIGHTAND BELOW: On | February 1940,
11/]G 52 tranferred from Manahes

also has yellow (RLM 04) gun trays and may
have been flown by the Stffclkapitan Lt
Wener Lederer.

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 6./G 52, Speyer, March 1940
Initially, the distinctive eagle emblem was painted on the engine cowling as
a simple black outline. It was later modified to malnly black with blue and
white detalls.

11./1G 52 ‘Eagle’ emblem

i
ings around the engine
as normally outlined in green (RIM

(tering inside, reading. Glykol Wasser 50.50' In this
wording is painicd below the cover in arger letering

March 1940, these B 109 E-1s belong
arries Yellow 3" outined in black with
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LEFT, Theee B 109 B35 of 1LY/ Tr G

s the e

LEFT, What appears to be 1 brand new B
delivered to
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RIGHT. A

being paid 10 G 34, carly in 1940

Another variant of
1./1G 54 ‘chimney sweep
badge

1./JG 54 ‘chimney

sweep’ badge 2./JG 3 badge representing
the shield of the

*Sudeten Deutsch Partel’
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Saranantin o 273026, War oo saane | Ol “For the Filhrer and the Reich
e e e et e Loty ; idel” -
s Somaines o s e o s o e e 2% | with God at our side!

ERWIN LEYKAUF

Erwin Leykauf saw combat throughout the war; ending as an Oberleutnant with JG 7. He was
awarded the German Cross in Gold on 4 August 1942,

intention of becoming a pilotofficer. By this dme I already was an experienced glider pilot
received the majoriy of my instruction at BerlinGatow where pilot training scemed to be less

than military cipline. In 1938, qualified as a fighter pilot,a very exciting job’

this was the dream of s but I must say that I found it relatively

2 10 become plot The most important factor was if you had ood el We were, it b e

continuously challenged from the physical as well as the psychological point of view and this was

B i e dntid o eare e s
cause [ wanted to begin technical studies in Munich. Like many others of my generation. commencing studying in
1938/39 was (o prove futilc - the war interrupting such ambitions. | was called up at the end of August 1939, but avoided the campaie
Poland, being transferred (o 3 /1G 26 on the Western Front At this time, the invasion of Poland was not scen by the Gern
a3 erime. We considered it our right (0 try t0 get back a part of our cor
Danzig retumed 1 us. During our youth the notion of honour was greatly developed and we all fet hurt 1 see our countey 0 desporle

« Iwn born at Ansbach on 22 January 1918, 1 chose (0 enlist in the Liftuaffe in 1936 with the

ry that a treaty had stolen from us in 1918 We wanted Easc

On 6 May 1940, after a short holiday, I returned to my unit at Mnchen Gladbach (now known as Monchengladbach) On the 91h, w
onders that we were (o be ready for action against the West next day We all thought that this was just another exercise and that war o
break out against the West. For example I remember our officer at the Gatow school saying:“Gentlemen, anything can bappen, excet
realise that our equipment was not well prepared for the war that we launched, for example our BE 109s had 1o central guns unlike

French Moranes.

At five o'clock in the moming of 10 May, we assembied for a briefing and received our mission orders We also received
paratroops were alrcady in action. We all were completely astonished This surprise was soon replaced by excitement Ous Staffelks

with the following words:“For the Fuhrer and the Reich, with God at our side!

On the 10th we flew five missions over Belgium. The first was launched at 6,30 am in the Tongeren arca We intercepted ous first
 biplane Gloster Gladiator, which was quickly shot down. Then we strafed Sint Truiden airfield under heavy antiaircraft fire. On my scc
1 claimed my first Gladiator when our three aireraft sighted a large formation of the enemy fighters. I don't remember how many of the
but we were certainly outnumbered. They al disappeared, avoiding combat except for one which tumed toward s, looking 1

LEFT: bl Fritz Losigkeit
limbs from the cockpit of
his BE 109 E of 2,16 26,
coded Red 16' at

i reen'atthis tme that most of our shooting was inaceurate. Nevertheless | managed o hit the Gladiator and it caught e The s
B the crippled plane dived into the ground and crashedThis was my first victory: Later,we fought with Hurricanes in the Hrussels ar
Sccton Two), Losigkelt was

debricid ¢ Kitabilcland et ot afdevTalhess

Joined his commander, badge was panted or o of

Gotthard Handrick au OBFIE e e os

ok “" "",'fr‘/,(.";[,\.'[,‘" without the normal shield

23 Sepiember 1959, Seckiound

3./16 21
Statfol badge

RIGHT: An unusual view of a I
109 undergoin g cabeion
ydrau

adjustments. Note

ek and anchor ropes to hold the

ABOVE Obit Erwin Ley

uf whilst with 3.6 21
around March 1940, st on the wing of his Bt 109 -3
e was one of the few piots 1 survive from the carly
formation o JG 21

KIGHT, OMe Iz Losihet cliis rom

Apitof his BE 109 F coded Red
sl it
March 1940
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aircrat of this unit denoted the various German forcign colonies.
The spinner had the centre scction painted red (RLM 23) denoting

2 Suflel The aircraft were camoullage o

dark green (RLM 71) and RLM Grey (RLM 02) on the uppersurfaces
‘with light bluc (RLM 65) on the fusclage sides and underneath.Th
name Deutsch $0d-West, possibly in red, s painted behind the Staffcl
badge on the nose of this B 109

a splinter pattern of

BELOW: Two pilots from 2 )G 27, Lt. Friz Keler et talks to an

unidentificd pidot n front of a B 109 E-1 This aircraft caried the

@ the upper surface of the wing flap.

2./16 27

Messorschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 2./JG 27, Krefold March-April 1940
K AM ER U N The Bf 109 Es of 2./JG 27 based at Krefold, carried unusual black numbers outlined thinly
n red. The Staffel badge was painted on the nose of some alrcraft for a short time and in
addition had the names of varlous German colonlos painted after it. ‘Black 4" outlined in red
had the name ‘KAMERUN' painted on the nose possibly also in red. The alrcraft was
camouflaged In a spiinter pattem of dark groen (RLM 71) and RLM Grey (RLM 02) on the
uppersurfaces with light blue (RLM 65) on the fuselage sides and undemeath.

Name carried by
Bf 109 E1 ‘Black 4'

RIGHT: Around February
1940, twelve B 109 E1s were
2/G 27 with the

LEFT. Allthe B 109 B
16 2

tip 1o the spinncr

Mossorschmitt Bf 109 E-1 flown by
Oberleutnant Gert Framm, Staffelkapitan of 2./JG 27,
Spring 1940

The markings on Framm'’s aircraft were distinctive from the other
81109 Es of the Staffel in that It carried a ‘Red 1' outlined In
white, and In addition had a band, set at approximately 45 degrees
around the rear fuselage, to the same thicknes colour as the

number. It had the name ‘SAMOA" painted on the cowling.

The Forces are Assembled ® 313
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Messorschmitt Bf 109 D-1 of 3./JG 52 coded ‘Yellow 18", Roth, early 1940
A fow D-serles BY 1095 wore stil in service with the Luftwaffo day fighter force In carly 1940 but by this
time were probably relegated to training and famillarisation fights.

RIGHT. These two B 109 Cs of 5.]G 52 appear to have susained

uring 3 taxying accident. The aircraft nearcst the camera has
bie part of the spinner painted red (RLM 23),and il has

familarisation purposes 1s they have o armament fitted

Messerschmitt Bf 109 C of 5./JG 52 at Straussberg, March 1940

Several Bf 109 Cs were fitted with Jumo 210 G engines and exhaust stubs similar to the B 109 E varlants
- at odds with all Instructions, with the second

Gruppe bar being palnted forward of the fuselage Balkenkrouz and the number aft.

RIGHT, A B 10982 o G 32 coded Yellow 6 wih
oraontl I Groppe br wa

thickness

BELOW: A B 109 C ftted with a Jumo 210 G with cxhaust ports veat
degrees via oval ducts. It was found that by venting the exhast in c BELOW: This B 109 E has a Daimler Benz DB 601 A cngine with simple oval BELOW: A sandard B 105
improvement on the specd of the ircr cxlaust ports. It s interesting o note that the gun troughs have been

The ports fitted on this machine arc rounded with an oval opening. and modificd and the spinner appears smallcr and more pointed than s

the thrust of the emission had a s

ver  cxhaust e

dard. angled back as far They arc als
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Mosserschmitt Bf 109 E-1 flown by Uffz. Ludwig Blelmeler of 2./JG 52,
France, May 1940

Unilke the third Gruppe, I./JG 52 carrled standard fighter camouflage splinter patter of
dark green (RLM 71) and RLM groy (RLM 02) on the uppersurfaces with light blue (RLM
65) tuselage sides and undeneath. The ‘Rabbatz’ badge was later carried by 5./1G 52.

2./JG 52 ‘Rabbatz’ badge,
later carrled by 5./JG 52

The Forces are Assembled @ 317
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1./1G 77 badge Introduced by
Johannes Janke and nick named
‘Wanderzirkus Janke
(Janke's Wandering Clrcus!
The badge was designed by Lt Fran:
Hahn (later Kommandeur of 1./)G 4
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Luftwatfo forces avallable for
the Invasion of Norway and Denmark
9 April 1940

X.Fllegerkorps

Libeck Blankensee
Hamburg/Fuhisbittel

81109 E Westerland/Sylt
81110 Barth

81110 Westerland/Sylt
Ju 8T R Kiel/Holtenau
He 111 P

He 111 P Fassberg

He 111 P Lineburg

He 111 Perieberg

He 111 H3&H4  Marx
Libeck Blankensee and
ke

Westertand/Sylt
1488 A Westerland/Syit
Westerland/Sylt
Westerland/Sylt
Nordhotz
Ust/Sylt
List/Syit
List/Sylt

ABOVE: This B 109 E1 of 6.1G 26 made 3 belly
b the engine

in cary sprio 1940,
indicated by the shape of the propeller The

machine is being pushed off the airfekd towards the repair workshop,

ABOYE. Thce pls of 66 26 i exdss o acton e b i
Donscldort during Apel 1940, Scn ouside though he wiow,sands 3 1
2 map o doubt bving the doposion o 5

i Utz Ernst Nischik

BELOW: Taken in carly spring, 1940, this photc

Uitz Ernst Nischik standing in front of his B 109

1 3n allinone leather fying

R crting o ok the ez
fwa

06 )G 26, His ultimate fae is
Sce page 296 for another photo of Nis
his ying suit and B 109 E3,

The Forces are Assembled @ 321

LEFT. A B 109 E probably coded Vel

Detal of non
standard octane
triangle

Ot Hans Hugo War's
s personal cmblem and
Schizgeter Geschwader hadge

RIGHT Closeup.
Minss

Oberstieutnant Hans-Hugo Witt's
personal emblem

Mossorschmitt Bf 109 E-3 flown uy Do s g W,
Geschwaderkommodor 1940

| peseifatetad lightblue (RLM 65), RUM grey (RLM 02) and
dark groen (RLM 71) on the uppersurfaces In a similar pattern to those adopted by JG 53.
Witt's alrcraft had the chevron and double horzontal bar of  Geschwaderkommodore plus
s own personal Insignia, a knight on horseback with a ‘Schlageter” shield

JG 26 ‘Schiageter
Geschwader embiem
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Geschwader' badge i

LEFT: One of the first aircrat losses sffered b

the Russian campaign, though yellow
he i Grappe coloue.

Varl
Red Cross marking Indicating
position of first ald kit

e usual plac

The Forces are Assembled ® 323

o

T, T

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 2./JG 21, April 1940
By this time Luftwaffo fighter units had begun making a gradual change from red
to black numbers to Identify the second Staffoln In a Gruppe. The ‘Plepmatz’

(‘Tweety Bird') Staffel emblem was painted on the extreme nose In red and white.

RIGHT: By apel 1940 Lt
e ks e ling ol
x

it known a the Picpmatz

2./1G 21 ‘Plepmatz
(tweetle bird) badge

portion with 2 red (RLM 23)
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LT ke
Mosserschmitt B 109 E-3 of 4./JG 52 which collided with another aircraft at Spoyer, April 1940 ipeihas
This alrcraft had a red spinner and the Staffel emblem was a red cat. Camouflage was a splinter pattern of
dark green (RLM 71) and RLM grey (RLM 02) on the uppersurfaces with lightblue (RLM 65) undersurface
and tuselage sides.

BELOW: Lt Karblicinz Lecsmann
i Apri or May 1940

o Ape this time,1)G

Riterkreuz

Staffel emblem of
4./16 52

BELOW: B109 E35 o 1)6 5

with Vel
ABOVE: On 8 April 1940 two BE 109 E-3 from 416 52, coded Whi :
and ‘White 4 collided while taxiing on the aifield at Speyer

LEFT: Shown after collding with White 4", this B 109 E3,coded W
¥, can padge of 4./1G 52,

1./16 52
‘running boar’ emblem
(variant as shown in
photograph above)

RIGHT: Close-up of the
damaged undercarriage of
White 3 giving considerable
detal of the whecls and
undercarriape legs
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Ol fller detail

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 flown by Oberleutnant Giinther Dommaschk,
Gruppen TO of Stab I1./JG 2, April 1940
nehter camoutage o

e period with uu symbol of
lack ane clcle forwar of the huse
Balkenkreuz. Unusually for a 21 the alcraf did nat cary the un's serit R embiem,

LEIT: Tk At 19(0 MinchenGladbach vow
b ol

et haviog paricpatng n operato
th 1726 1, would bt be awanded the Ouk
Leaves and Swords

16 20,

Major Sicafricd Lehmann on 19 Scptember 1939,

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 flown by
Hptm. Hannes Trautloft, Kommandeur of
1./1G 20, ighardt, April 1940
Trautioft's alrcraft carried the double chevron of
 Gruppenkommandeur and the ‘Axt vom
Niederrhein’ (Axe from the Lower Rhine)
emblem. This badge was retained when ll./JG
51 was formed on 22 September 1940,

The Forces are Assembled ® 327
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BELOW: The rudder of the B 109 E flown by the
Gruppenkommandeur of 11 /JG 26, probably
Major Erst von fierg, bore the badges of the

Scventh, cighth and ninth Stafeln.Von Berg clained his
st victory on 11 May 1940, French Curtiss Hawk 75A
b o the rudder 5

RIGHT: Relatvely

later redesignated
8GS1

Mosserschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 2./JG 20, Berlin-Doberitz, March 1940
Although carrying the later style fuselage Balkenkreuz with wide white angles, this
alrcraft still had the Hakenkreuz painted across both fin and rudder. Around this period,
the second Statfel of each Gruppe bogan to switch to using black numbers to Identify
Its alrcraft rather than red.

z E BELOW: Alinc-up of BE 109 E3s of
ge ncuting afer
aif

o the ppernuticeswith g e QUM
he fusclage sides ans
hed blackgreen (.

Emblom of 2,/JG 20

ABOVE: On 22 arh 1940, Harkd
ory whe

o116 20 climed the
Gruppe's firs lotcd by Pit Off.
CMWheatiey who was kil is parschute Sl L0 open, une o
pictured here standing beside the tal of W3
Bonninghant atc eching h ro Coss. Nove e singe ke




330 e Attack in the West

The Forces are Assembled ® 331

RIGHT, This ‘weeping

LEFT: A pilot from 11)G 51 holds & emplate for he

‘emblem of his unit below the cockpit of his Bt 105
unit volved rom 1/1G 71 in October 1939,

LEFT: The weeping

with lightblue (RLM 65) on the fusclage side

underncath.The ‘weeping raven’ badge can jus

scen on the rear of the fusclage of the sccond &
the spinners bein painted whitc

8 the 4 Staffcl

indica

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 4./JG 51 based at Béblingen in April 1
The badge, which often incorporated the motto ‘Gott strafe England

(‘God punishes England!’), was previously carried by 1./JG 71 from whic

11./1G 51 was formed.

11./36 51
‘weeping raven’ emblem

JG 51. Note that the inscriptio
punishes England) had not been applicd at this time and the
actual bird painting was retained quite accurately although

the body feathers were sometimes painted  different colour.

ey




The Invasion of Norway

. Admiral Erich f
a possible British occupation of Norway, Such an event would deny the use of Norwegian
waters to German ships, would provide the RAF with bases from which to bomb northem
Germany, and allow the Royal Navy to dominate the Baltic In adition, the ice-ree port of Narvik
through which much of Germany's requirements for Swedish ifon ore were sent in winter, would be
unavailable. Despite a fear that the German Navy might be decimated in such an operation, Hitler still
felt that it would be worth the risk. Although Raeder had not mentioned Denmark in his warning, Hitier
had little compunction in ordering this country occupied at the same time as Norway.

In December 1939, Hitler issued the first instructions for a.German operation against Norway o
be studied, ordering the establishment of a small planning Staff on 27 January 1940. A further
impetus was given 1o the plan when Soviet forces under Marshall Semjon Timoshenko opened a
second front against Finland on 4 February, but Hitler's hand was finally forced when a Royal Naval
destroyer Intercepted the German supply ship Altmark with 299 Biitish POWS on board in Norwegian
tertorgl wates fifgon ooy et Thi as tho clearsst @dance JeC It o Norweg i Were

1055 10 prevent either Britain or Germany intervening at will in Norwegian waters.

™ on L Match 3640, it signed the directive for the completion of the invasion of Norway and

Denmark under the code name ‘Weseribung’ (Exercise Weser). General Nikolaus von Faikeahorst was

number of warships. Goring was extremely unhappy about committing his air forces to the.
‘and refused to subordinate his squadrons to the army under von Falkenhorst. Eventually General
Eord Mich commandedNAMRoperarons AAEIEIIIRHIERIRIH 8. . (6 EiRE]
being subordinated to the X. Fegerkorps under
Generalleutnant Hans Geissler. By carly Aprl
1940, Geissler's force comprised the He 1115
of KG 4, KG 26 and KGr 100, the Ju 88s of KG
30, the Ju 87s of L./St.G 1. the Bf 110s of
1./2G 1 and'I./ZG 76 and the Bf 109 Es of
11./JG 77 plus a number of reconnaissance and
transport aircraft.

Against this large and moden force, the tiny
Danish Air Force could only put up a few

reconnaissance aircraft, Heinkel He 115
floplanes an some mocem Capeonl Ca 510
light bombers
Orginoly Woseribung was schedued to begin
on 20 March 1940, but this was put back t0 9
Aptl A ooststions began ot 06.00. hous
9./KG 4 attacked coastal guns outside
AOVE Gernan  Borgan and shorty atarwards KG 26 bombed fors of Kisomant, Ot o 1 the Oalo fords.
n bombed by KG 4, KGr 100 and 1./St.G 1 with further aircraft being alerted for a possible
ttock on Aaborg, The first Ju 52/3ms landod t Oslo e at 08,30 hours, tho progess belng
hampered by fog. In Denmark, 1./2G 1 attacked Veeriose airfield, destroying eleven aircrat on the
ground and damaging a further fourteen. The airfields at Esbjerg and Oksboel were taken by the
Luftwaffe Regiment Hermann Goring under the protection of I./JG 77. This unit then landed at Aalborg
airfield. These two actions virtually eliminated the tiny Royal Danish A Force with the result that the
country capitulated on the first day. The Royal Norwegian Air Force was able to put up a littie more
resistance, the seven Gladiators based at Oslo-Fomnebu managing to destroy four German aircraft and
damaging several more for the 1oss of one of their number. Sadly for the Norweglan pilots, Fornebu
was by then in German hands and the aircraft had to make force landings because no emergency
fields had been prepared.
0n 12 Aprl, I1./JG 77 flew a major action against twelve RAF Hampden bombers attempting to
oo 8 e wary o cetanarcl, K o défnce sgsia ear such s e bosiars
ere *.... hacked down from the wing man inwards”. I./JG 77, however, lost five Bf 109 Es with four
plots umm 1 Most subseauent oporations by th Luftwaffe wer flown by the bombers of KG 4, KG 26,
KG 30 and KGr 100 and the destroyers of 1./2G 1 and 1./2G 76 against the Royal Navy, the
comnﬂ'mmry short range of the Bf 109 Es of 1./JG 77 restricting their activities during the campaign.
On 11 April, the unit moved to Kristiansand in souther Norway and then to Stavanger. It remained in
Norway for some months after the conclusion of the campaign, moving to Trondheim/Vaernes before
leaving the country in November and transferring to France. During ts time in Norway, the Gruppe
‘accounted for many RAF Hudsons, Blenheims, Beauforts and Skuas some of its highest scorers being.
Ofw. Erwin Sawallisch, Fw. Robert Menge and Ofw. Werner Petermann.
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“Preparations were pathetic!”

GEORG SCHIRMBOCK

end of 1936.In July 1938, despite our training not being completed. a third of our

section (Lebrgang) 3t the Lutflriegsschule Dresden/Klotzsche was. abruptly
transferred to an active unit. The newly created Jagdgeschiadern necded personnel to
complete their formation and would use s greenhorns’ Therefore, il a Fabnrich, 1 was
sentto Jever to join the 1/)G 136 This unit was already ecuipped with B 109 B, bt before
fying this type, we trained on the BY 108 Then, having ot our hands”on the 108 and later
the 109, we began formation flying (using the ‘Ketre’ of three which was still in use),
shooting at ground targets or balloons and, more rarcly, we flew some acrobatic
manocuvres.AL the end of the year we moved (o Fi
of Germany, where we were placed on alert. It was the time of the ‘Sudcten crisis" At that
time, our Gruppe was renamed IL/JG 333 We were transferred to Fger and Pilsen after the

Boh d Moravia.In May 1939,0ur

« Im bom on 18 August 1918 at Regensburg and I enlisted in the Liftaaffe at the

Members

received its definitive designatior
Two months later (at which o
invasion of Poland was to begin shortly. After the outbreak of war, our Grigppe was involved in the first victori
September 1939. Following a short stay in the Bonn area, we were transferred back to Jever (cxcept for the
e oy T ve eicctd O it e December and then on the 18th On

G 7.

e v o operation were pathetic
were merely ordered to land and stay at Esbjerg, which we did. Both our
then moved to Oslo Fornebu and finaly to Kristiansand where we ence
spite of this discovery and the difficult windy conditions, the whole Gruppe managed to land withous damage

On 30 April 1940, 1 scrambled with a wingman to intercept what was described as“Briish aircraft flying i
. In fact, our ground radio gui
low en route 10 attack our airfiekd

he only Jagdgruppe involved in the invasion 2 of Denmark and Norway fn Apel 1940, probably becase
c! We were only brifed a few hours before the action and we had no maps We (the p

her Staffeln went to Aalborg with the same instructi

red (for the very first time in our flying carcen) 3

e we were equipped with BE 109 ‘Emils) we were moved hack t0 the German Bight des

or direction at an

‘Stavanger. S, flying about 3,500 m above, we missed them but another Rofte, including my

ince was often wrong, and such was the case that day.The bombers We Were ying (o intercept were

Demes,just had time 1o take off before the bombing began. Of: Sawallisch then shot down a Wellington but Lt Demes was hit by recur

crashed into the sea.

On 1 May I')I“Ignmd y part of a large King our airfickd at Stavanger 1 fired 3 huse

Y
far distance”

Jike airliners. My third victory was also against 3 Hodson, on 11 )
‘Afe ese operstions,our e in \mwa, Eocame it oo BRI coastal patrols When we took off to infercept b
formations, ve had fust had time to see an sircraft diippearing i




334 e Attack in the West

L L

_‘i‘i

RIGHT AND BELOW
s Obi. i

The ‘Seeadier’ emblem of
11./JG 77 adopted from
early 1940

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 flown by Major Harry von Billow,
Gruppenkommandeur of I1./JG 77, Norway, April 1940

11./4G 77 was the only day fighter unit to take part in the campaign against Norway
and Denmark.

4. /16 77 emblem
“skeleton on a scythe’ catehing
Neville Chamberlain's umbrella

The Invasion of Norway @ 335




. & o S e

336 @ Attack in the West

used by 6 QVTe G 186.Thi
et wasfown by Ofw:Kur Unben
who was laer awanded the Rittrkreu:
with Oak Leaves. Sec Section 3 page

information of

finish of the the time of dark-gren (RIAC
71 and
uppersurfaces with light blue (RLM 65
the fusclage sides and underneath

“ p
consklerabie deterioration and stining of
the original paintwork The tops of the

factory code keters N are jus

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 flown by Ofw. Kurt Ubben of 6.(J)/Tr.Gr. 186,
April 1940

“Yellow 13" had an additional number ‘White 5 painted on the fuselage sides Just
forward of the cockpit and the ‘witch on a broomstick’ badge removed.
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(BOVE. ABE109 E1 of 6 Q)/TEGr 186
photographied at Trondheimy Vacrncs
Sround 10 April 1940.A this ¢
1d the witch on 3 broomstick
< .Sl piied v and

A Toloa 11 o T 525 s i
1110 the background

BELOW. Another view of

White 3 and Yellow 11" with a
number of B 110s possibly of
26 76 in the background The
i a Trondeioy acoes
did much

Alterative ofl
fillor marking

RIGHT: Vptm Walter Kicnlc,
Slllapin of 4.0V 16 s
ers of the Gebirgsjgern.

by ncar OWo i Jonc 1940his
8109 A had  white mamber 2.

ek e cockpt bt il
e fusclage number i obscured. On 2
e 1940, e et o 1LYt i3
s sent 10 Norway in orde
srengthen local defences ah
s had been called back to the West
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Installation of engine mount
MG 175 on BY 109 D and ¢

RIGHT. AW 109
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oduced by the Stflclkapitin,
 Ljcwak Here s, the monlc camoulla s been caretl
painted around all the markings on the aircrat

n fo
ciog hi 10 10 130h chirs The most hisagan b
applicd around all the marking

LEm: 00 26 September 1940 e g
w

o
I ,.,...m...“mnx.m pos
nd it was badly

of the B109 E4
The
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WNe 5011 was 107

damaged but

camers caries the single
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 piloted by Hptm. Herwig Kniippel,
Kommandeur of I1./JG 26, March 1940

Knppel had the top hat insignia painted on his Ar 65 as early as 1935, taking the
‘omblem with him to Spain and retaining It when he took over command of Il./1G 26,
He was Killed on 19 May 1940 when his alrcraft was shot down near Lillo.

ABOVE AND RIGHT
These B 109 D-1s were

odhcim Vacmes in
Norway The unit had

Herwig Kniippel's
“top hat’ badge

hese arcraft were e
painted in the new

c-up of Hptm Herwig Knoppel's
Kommandeur of 11/)G 24

ppersurtaces with
bt blue (RLM 65) o

sun s B 109 D-1 W

2 opcrating out of Trondheim Vacrnes

Messorschmitt Bf 109 D-1 W.Nr. 2079 of 11.(N)/JG 2 at
Trondheim-Vaernes, May 1940

Following the Invasion of Norway, 11.(N)/JG 2 (which had been f
from 10.(N)/JG 72 late In 1939) operated at night for a sh
against RAF bombers attempting to attack German troops at




BeLow: s

luding 1,016 single-engined
Fr iffe’s main objectives were to
wreck enemy air bases. ml-cnmes. anﬁl‘umlﬂy-’d.ﬂw nnnmndlsmsubla and to support
the advancing tanks and infantry. At dawn, the German Kampfgruppen attacked 47 French, 15 Belgian and
10 Dutch airfields and claimed up to 800 aircraft destroyed. This proved a wild exaggeration; in fact in the
French Zone, only four and 30 damaged.
Army area, 16 aircraft were destroyed and 10 damaged. The total losses suffered by the Alles, in the air
and 0n the ground, was BBOU 210 aircraft.

Some of thie most effective operations against the Germans were probably carried out by the Rojal
Nethertands Al Force. the Dutch hands of KG 4 under
Operst 11 bombers prisoner. The only.
real Genan Successes werd 6t Amsterdam and Den Haag (The Hague) whero! L/KG 4 cosiioyed 21
fighters, The escorting figh from JG 26 and. Dutch

respectively, but in retum the Fokker D.XXIs and G.ls of the Luchvaartaideling
aircraft. Around Den Haag and Rotterdam, Dutch anti aircraft fire and artillery destroyed well over 120 Ju.

shot down 21 Luftwaffe

10 Goring: “As far faiure” Kesselring
also lost cmumu-wmmm leading operations against Den Haag ond Lt. Wolfgang
Ludewig from 9./JG 26 was ordered to Ypenburg 10 try and contact him. After two attempts to land,
Ludewig's aircraft made a force landing and he was taken prisoner, Dutch sources also record the
destruction of two Bf 1088 from I1.)/Trigergruppe 186, one by
fighters near Den Helder and another by machine gun fire at Borkum.

The story wasvery different in Beigium however where Bf 1095
shot down throd Out of the fine Fairey Battie fighters that had
managed to intercept the Luftwaffe, and effectively reduced the
others to scrap. Three Belgian fighter squadrons that were
assembled at Schaffen were quickly destroyed and, of the remaining
four that tried to transfer to Brusthem, three were decimated.

The German attack on French airfields did not prove very
successful, mainly because of poor reconnaissance and
intelligence. Of the total of 91 operational airfields in northern
France, only 31 were attacked and 13 out of 18 bomber bases were
left unscathed. This meant that the Alles were abe to react strongly
against the second wave of Luftwaffe attacks, destroying 39 bombers and thre fighters for the loss of 19
aircraft, twelve of them French. The Armée de A lost a total of 65 aircrat, many of them MS 406s from
two fighter groups, GC /2 and GC /7, which were virtually wiped out. At the end of the day the Luftwaffe
had destroyed 56 Brtish and French aircraft n the air, but had lost 128,

Next day, two German armoured thrusts were developing, one aimed through the Ardennes, the other
further north through Maastricht and south of Brussels. To support these, the Luftwaffe again struck at
Britsh and French airfelds, virtually destroying one RAF Blenheim Squadron on the ground. Twelve LeO
4515 from GB 1/12 and I1/12 escorted by 18 MS 406s from GC lI/6 attacked targets in the Abert Canal
area. They, and a second attack in the aftemoon were intercepted by Bf 1095 and suffered badly. JG 26
flew fighter sweeps and came across several large formations of Alled fighters. I,/JG 26 encountered the
Hawk 755 of GC 1/4 escorting a French column on the Antwerp Breda road and claimed five French fighters.
without loss, Lt. Joachim Mincheberg and Obit. Georg Beyer among the successful piots. 2./JG 26
encountered MS 406s in the Antwerp area, claiming one, but
losing Fw. Gerhard Herzog. Other elements of JG 26, including
the 5. Staffel engaged Dutch fighters near the Zuider Zoe.
The 12 May proved one of the most successful or the three
component Gruppen of JG 27~ 1/JG 27, 1/4G 1 and 1,/JG 21
based at Minchen Gladbach and Koin. Their main task on this
day was to protect the bidges over the River Maas and Abert
Canal to clear the way for the German 6.Armee. Early in the
moming, 1./JG 1 ntercepted a formation of RAF Blenheims
over Maastricht, and shot down six. Three of these were
claimed by Obit. Walter Adol, Staffolkapitan of 2./G 1. A fow

ABOVE: T
Fokker G

minutes later the remaining Blenheims were intercepted
by 3.,/JG 27 and two more shot down in flames by OB
Gerhard Homuth. A little later, five Fairey Batties. from
No.12 Squadron made a suicidal attack on the Abert
Canal bridges but all were shot down by flak. During the
day, JG 27 flew constant operations with & 45 minute
pause between each. Around 11.00 hours Hptm. Adolf
Galland, JG 27's Operations Officer, shot down three RAF
Hurricanes, his first victories. In the aftemoon, JG 27
escorted the dive bombers of SLG 2 and SLG 77
attacking enemy columns. The unit flew a total of 340
Sorties during the day, the Geschwader claiming 28 enemy aircraft for the loss of four
1))/ Trigergruppe 186 were also lost to Dutch antiaircraft fire

On 13 May, German forces broke through the Alled defences at Sedan, and by
Panzers were pouring through the gap.

The Il. Fliegerkorps described the 14 May as the “Day of the Fighters
being heavily involved around the Sedan area. Probably the most successfu
under Hotm. Lothar von Janson, which claimed 39 victories, five of them by Obf.
second Gruppe of JG 53 under Hptm. Ginther von Maltzahn fought off French Ms
wreaking heavy damage on Brtish bombers. Also on this day the highe
commander, Hotm. Werner Mbiders, was shot down by French fighters
very successful Jagdwaffe unit was JG 2 under Obstr. Harry von Bilow (re
although the Gesc
German fg
Allied aifcraft shot down. Fur

wader lost

bombed Rotterdam, a
and kiling over 800 and re
Next day Holland surrends
the Luftwafe would in
On 18 May, the main G
the upper Somme. Five RAF Hurr
Bf 109s from IL/JG 26 near Vitry, w
destroyed by aircraft from I1./)G 2
Hotm. Herwig Knippel, Komma
shot down by @ French fighter n
Kndppel, it may be remenmbe
German pilots t0 arrve
Jagawaffe Section 2)
Staffelkapitan of 4./JG 26, who was injured on the same day near Lille in a force landing
temporarily took his place until the arrival of Hptm. Erich Noack on 1 June 1940. The
from 4./JG 26 and 2.0)/1G 2.

By 20 May, German Panzer Divisions had established a bridge
Dunkirk area between Amiens and Abbeville. The short range of the single-engined fighters meant that
forced them to change bases aimost daily. When not engaged in borm
in ground attack or in sweeps to engage Alled aircraft. On this day
sicrat carricr HMS  45s, including two by Lt. Helmut Wick and another by the Staffeikapitan, Hotm. Her

ABOVE. This
ey S

as shot
e e

Gl ke Gryppenkommandeur, Hotm. . Erich ixof /G 2, was shot
operated from down, making a successful belly landing near Roye in France.

He was siightly injured. During the period 1021 May, the
Luftwatfe lost a total of 76 B 1095, while the RAF had 215
Hurricanes destroyed and 56 piots kiled.

On 23 May, six Bf 109s from 1./JG 1 and 1./JG 27 were
shot down in combat, with two pilots Killed, one injured and
another three taken prisoner.

By the following day, the German Army in the north was.
also closing in on Gent. The Brtish Army Expeditionary Force
had now been separated from the French, and  large part of
the Luftwaffe was assembled to prevent them from rejoining.

st o Norway
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RIGHT: French soliers

ABOVE: This damaged BE 109 B3 Black 24-"of 5 JG 27 is being.
i the vicinity of Lille in Northern France. The

25 abic to cscape cap
army advanced into the arca. Strobl was lter killd in the
[

General der Picger Albert
Kessclring. head of Lufflotte 2

BELOW: Piots from 8./JG 2 st ready for aci

Coutined in white) n the background, was uss

flown by Lt K:

phioto was taken in Beaulicu,near Sgnyle et

18 May 1940 during the car

vance. Note the wavy line Gruppe
hind the Balkcnkreur
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Jagdwaffe Order of Battle

10 May 1340
General der Flloger Albert Kesselring. 1 Flogerkorps Generai der Flger Urich Grasert
BI109E  Major Hanns Tribenbach Sta0 1677 o 103 € "
Wyck auf Foh (one Staffel
at Esparg) %
/)62 B109 € m
attoched) 1/ B
10.00d 12.M/JG 2 BI 109 D&  Major Alert Blumensat stached
attoched) NGBF  Hopsten
2 & 2 2 Jagdiegertuhrer 3 Oberst Gerd von Massow
Vil Flegerkorps  Generaimajor Waltram von Richthofen St 16 ¢
Stab J6 27 BI109E  Obsti Max ibe
Minchen Glcs o
L6 27 B109E  Hotm Hel

1 Riege!

Manchen Glad

1/G 21 BI109E
sttached) G 76
161 B109E .

sttached) Stab )6

dflegerfirer 2 Oborst Kurt von Déring
)G 26 BI109E  Major Har

Dortmund G
16 26 BI109E  Hotm
i)
16 26 BI109E  Major Emst v
EssenMulheim
/63 BI109E  Hptm. Walter Kienitz 3
Hopsten
Stab/JG 51 B 109 E o Osterkamp

16 51 B1109 7. Hans Heinrich Brustelli Generatoberst Han

16 26 B1109E
attached) 3
16 20 BI109E  Hpx

attached) on

/06 27 B1109 C & E Hpt

Bonniny
Fightor strength/serviceability returns for 11 Ma
Jagdfiegertihrer Deutsche Bucht  Obstit. Carl Schumacher imber of aircraft

Stab G 1 BI109E  Obstt. Car Schumacher

Jover 3
LOVTGA 185 BI109E  Hotm Heinrch Seciger 5
o) Wangerooge st v
Lttfotte 3 General der Flloger Hugo Sperle
Stab JG 52 BI109€  Major Horbort von Bern
Manaheim Sandhofen
116 52 BI109E  Hotm Wolfgang Ewald ;
Lachen/Speyerdort
iL/16 52 BI10DE  Hotm. Hans Gonter von Komatzk
Speyer o
Stab )G § BI109E  Major Martin Mot ]
Bblingen
1,16 54 BI109E  Hptm. Hubertus von .

Boblingen

Totals 1336 (1000+
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French Air Force Fighter Units Order of Battl.

Mosserschmitt Bf 109 E-4 piloted by Fw. Christoph Schuhmann of 3./JG 3, May 1940
camoufiage

10 May 1940 This aircraft carried standard Jagdwatfe for the period of ight blue (RLM 65) on the
fuselage si underneath with dark green (RLM 71) and RLM grey (RLM 02) In a splinter
Groupement 21 Chantilly Groupement 25 Alre-surlalys pattern on the uppersurfaces. The Staffel's badge, a black wasp with a spear, was only
GCI/1 MB 152 Chantill les Aigles GC /1 MS 406 NorrentFontes painted on the port side of the fuselage.
e/ MB 152 Buc GC/2 M 406 Combrai Niergnies (reequipping
GCH/3  MB406 Noirent Fontes With the Hawk 75 A afer suffering
GCI/I0  MB151/152 Rouen Boos heavy Luftwaffe ground ttacks,
GCH/10  MB151/152 Le Havre Octevile operational 7 June 1940)
ac1/a Hawk 754 WezThuisy
Groupement 22 VerlainesenHaye oci/s MB 152 Colais Marck
6ci2 MS 406 Toutc
Hawk 75A  Xaftevilers Qiospicrsat chises da it (oghiahiae i)
Howk 75A  ToulCroix de Metz EON1/i3  Potsz€31  MesoxEshly
MS 406 Anglure Vouarces (re-equipping with ECN2/13  Polez631  MelunVilaroche
the D.520 at the end of the ECN3/13  Potez631 Le Plessis Belleville
campaign) ECN4/13  Poez631  BotzBouilancy
ccs M8 152 Vertaine enHaye
Groupement chasse de Lyon Lyon
Laon ECNS/13  Polez631  Loyettes
LoonChambry
uippe Naval units
Vi e Francols AC 1 Potez 631 Calais-Marck (naval Flotila)
ECMI1/16  Powez631  WezThuisy Ac2 Potez 631 Calais Marck (naval Flotila)
Ac3 B 151 Hyeres (undergoing training)
Groupement 24 Dijon
o7 MS 406 Luxeut St Sauveur (lost rine aircraft  Pollsh unlt
on 10 May 1940 to Luftwatfe ground 6ci/i4s 714 Lyons Bron (with Polish personne
attacks, operational again on 1 June
wih the D.520) In aditon, the French Alr Force had & number of units based in Nort
6C 1176 MS 406 Chissey s/-Loue (re.equipped with the  Afica, Syra and Indo China,
.520, operational on 13 June 1940)
G0 MS 406 Marseille-Marignane (on 17 June) Notes on French units
0520 Cannes Mandelieu (frst uit to be GC Groupe de Chasse or Fghter Group, comprised two escaxt
s aidersa Vs A D820 or Squadions. For example, CG 1/4 had the first and secc
e TG escodilles, 11/4 had the third and fourth and so on. Each
SC 11/3 MS 406 Le Luc (converting to the D.520, N o= SUBNY1 o coct byalvs Ml
operational at Lognes May 1940). ECMJ  escadrille de chasse multiplace de jour or Multiseat Day
o) MS 406 Nonoperational, Marseili Marignane ‘Squadron comprised 12 airraft.
(re-equipping with the MB 152). 3/203 Stattel be
G e e s EcN adrille de chasse du nuit or Night Fighter Sauadron

comprised 12 aircraf.

LEFT: Lt Hans Wedige von Weiher is secn here i his

9 1 being congratulated by his ground crew o his
second victory,a Il Y
12 May 1940, 1

1939, during the Polish campaign when he was with
LGYLG 2 He had at one time also been 3 member of the
Luftwatfe’s Kunsiflugstalel (sce Jagdwatte, Section $) 501
was transferred (0 1)G 27 early n 1940,

black)
Note the ol staining around the oil filler cp

The spinner and p
Blackreen (RLM 70),

ropelic are in the standard

bellytanded

an Obergelreiter with his I 109 E3 of

036G 3
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“The war began for us at
03.00 hours in the morning”

EricH KIRCHEIS

L. Erich Kirches of the Stab JG 51 was sbot down on 28 August 1940 during Battle of Britain and
taken prisoner He dicd on 30 April 1998

€€ Y s borm 0n 4 October 1912.1 was very much attracted by the possibility of flying It scemed much
casier for me to join the army and become a military pilot than remain a civilian. The problem was
that places in the army were rare since the Versailles Treaty and therefore 1 joined the police in
1934, in the hope that I might be transferred to the army later.This finally happened when Hitler formed
the new German army

1n 1936, after having opted for aviation, | was transferred to a Luftkriegsschule (e warfare schooD, and being successful at
various tests, | was sent t0 a Hliegerschule where | became a pilot. Having gained my pilot certificates, | was posted to LJG 135 at Bad Aibling,
deur was Major Max Il followed,at the end of 1938, by Major Ernst Freiberr von Berg. | joined the Gruppenstab where |
became Technical Officer. Apart from the our Stab had a (Hans S and a signals or
Nachrichten-Offizier (Josef Pips'Priller, who was later to become a famous ace).

In September 1939, our lone Gruppe was incorporated into a ming part of JG 51 under Oberst Theo Osterkamp. I
November 1939, Uncle Theo' took me into his Geschwaderstab as Adjutant. The AIljulanlul\ important in a Geschuader - he was a kind o
public reltons’offccebetween the Kommodore n his Kommandenre 33 wel s Wit th diffrent DivisionStdbe. e thus lised berweey

he high command and the lower formations including ordinary soldiers. He also had to replace the Kommodore if he was temporarily away
for amy casonHe evea i 0 ke ave dining oficaora ot I b s e Kiesmadors

In the spring of 1940, our Gescbuvaderstad was tranferved 0 Boaninghardefrom where we began the fnvasion of Fance. Everyone was
1ok that 2 new war would bepl. n ac,we were Ina sat ofconflic since Scptétaber 1939, when rance nd Grea Bk ha dechred war
on us. Even if there was 1o fighting on the ground, heavy combat had taken place in the air since the autumn of 1939.The only doubts we had
concerned the date when it would begin and the tactics we would usc.

1 clearly remember that during the night of 9-10 May 1940, the Ke S ly,they were
told during this meeting that the war would begin in a few hours; and they received precise of

The war began for s at 03.00 hours in the morning The pilots were woken. On the airfield. (k\]mt the darkness,
taking place with the ground personal preparing our aircraft

During the first day, we flew several missions, escorting bombers and troop transports which were trying (o land on the roads around
n fact, paratroops had already landed near these landing strips' and had prepared the area but we had o cover the landing itscl
cage any counterattacks on the ground. In fact we had virtually no opposition and I just remember one claim by our Stab, performed
(Note:on 12 May his first"Kill'of the campaign)

On 13 or 14 May, we received orders to move to Holland, to Eindhoven, where we would be basd on 4 large aifield. However
reconnaissance showed that we would not be able o land because the runway was obstructed by concrete blocks. I flew over there with
Fieseler Storch and managed (o land between several of the obstructions. | found a Dutchman (wearing i lothes) and ordered him
find the airfield personnel and move all biocks. By the evening everything was ready and we were able to land with two Grisppen from our
Geschwader. Later we moved to Breda and Antwerp, but only met a few enemy aircraft in combat”

tensive activity was

BELOW. A (109 E coded Black 2'of 8/)G 26,the Adamson Saffel"based 3t
e ®

M ftly betore

My 1940 The

be Low « Adamson S
was redesignated 8/JG 26 in September 1939,

Suaffclkapian As can be seen, 111G 26 used the vertical bar (0
ntify the thind Gruppe 25 4n ahernative 10 the wavy line
wsed by other Jagdgeschwader

RIGHT: The starboand view of Obit Robitzsch' B 109 E-1shorwing the

he

e i, e o width st code Dmber oo et
sround the fuselage.
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Bf 109 E-1 flown by Obit. Dister Robitzsch, Staffelkapitan
ul(l)/'lvo: 186, shot down on 10 May 1940

Obit. Robitzsch was shot down by a Dutch Fokker D. XXI on 10 May 1940 and
crash-anded on De Kooy airfield where he was taken prisoner of
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LEFT: Obit Gerturd
(tacing.

HT: Mechanics at
handiing

derizsch o

mher
he Low

be Sub 116G 77
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BELOW: This siricld

adjutant as wel as 3 badge, below
forwand of the cockpit, which is unfortunately not discernable
caachine has & siogle chevron and verical

a o
Uhe mark o the s whih eould e te pen

uin badge of the 6 Safe

e s N e
2nd at Odendort aeficd cary i My 1940 with 3 B 108 - )

communications aircraf in the forcground

“All that remained of the elevator was ribs.”
Urrz. REINHOLD THIEL, 5./JG 52

eather report: Cumulus clouds, lower cloud level at 1500 metres and the above 2000 metres. Between the ground and the lower clc
level was thick haze. We flew 1 the front partly beneath the clouds and up to 3000 metres. Some distance beyond Arlon, a member of
Staffel reported seeing an enemy aircraft.As the fist light (Schurm) ook on the pursuit, the second flight,of which I was a
Rottenflege),formed an.echelon ight.As we cam: close, L couk see on fmy Jet,between the angle of the et 4nd wing, an coeray borabe
and (0 the left and right, fighters were flying past this aireraft. We were flying echelon right and my fiekd of vision (o the front was limited.  nc
beard e wacrog of e presnc of e ooy MftEc A ey (ghteadesThew doven J the ditecton o the enen e he con
formation of single file. Somewhat surprised that the first three aircraft naged inmy
fire for about four seconds, from a distance of 150 metres and an angle above him of Yo L ecanie b o iy o i ke
anget directly and I stopped order not left
Tt L ST R e Gl N SR T T
Moane which sacked joe (o e ey, opeced i sganfo & fxinecond Bt s pled vp i Airaf 1 the ht w
very close (o the enemy, | qnm.m there was someone behind m

The situation rega was| was posit
tha he b received many hits At my alerat pulled sway,my chvator faled o respond for 4 moment 0 my conirols but 1 was able o fecove

er reducing throttle. While this was happes i ke dvi the s O MR i e question, By
mrobiep g sl e e e b e e L e T el
reported the attack on a bomber using my code name, but no answer followed. When I had my aireraft under control again, I noticed that I was
and could see none of my Staffel comrades Immediately, | headed back in their direction and again sighted a bomber I dived at him and opened fic
with  good burst which struck the trget.As | approached the aircraft, I noticed undemeath,a further five or six bombers and reported this t0 the
squadion leader. About four times, I heard the question, "What is the location of the bombers?” Since I did not know my location, I sad, “Fying io 4

terly direction.”

T Sk bouke o oo mehuk LT ol oo et L e e 2500 o

alone. when looking in my  left elevator had realised
that this explained why my controls were [unm:d ¥ e T e
any other enemy aircraft. Due o the tail unit damage, [ 1 base the

clouds After a while, I crossed the front lines and formed up with three He 1115 (Kette) that were flying a course of 120130 degrees. In order ¢
reach a base as fast and as safely as possible, and as I had lost my orientation long before, I ‘escorted" the Kette and landed at Karlsruhe. In Karbsrulic
it 1 hit vork of ibs

RIGHT: A close-up of th

' painted probably in red

constal defensive dutics
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6./1G 77 badge portrayed
a penguin defecating on
the nitials WC
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R, 8109 B ol 26 1

(BOVE: The Jesau Kreur' badge of 1/JG 1 scen here on 3 B 109 E The sircraft
B ey oo et Rt v (K14 23wt the ke O
1) having been applicd latcr and painted around the badge

The ‘Jesau Kreuwz'
badge of 1./JG 1

S

Four officcrs of 1/)G 1 relax at Gymaich probably just before the

t Canal in May 1940 From lef
tictkapitin of 1)¢

u Kreuz’ cmbiem of the Gruppe was paiated fust forward

ABOVE. A B 109 E of 1
Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of Stab I./JG 1 at Gymnich, early May 1940 May 1940 This unit ¢
As far as Is known 1./JG 1 (later IIl./JG 27) was the only Jagdwaffe unit to have its unit identification l

letters or symbols painted on the fuselage nos BY 109s. The single chevron theoretically points to
the aircraft being flown by the Gruppenadjutant. This aircraft is unusual in that it carried the later type
Balkenkreuz but with the Hakenkreuz painted across the fin and rudder. "

) coded Wi ' i ired dring e s bl o

practice
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“He disappeared behind a
wood and I thought, he’s
had it!”

HANS VON HAHN

Hans von Habn was born on 7 August 1914 at Frankfurt/Main At the time
of this account, be was serving with HI/JG 53 under Hptm. Werner Molders
Not 10 be confused with Hans Assi® Halm, Hans von Habn died of c

rcer

on 5 November 1957,

« CIERA L M (R b i e e G
e

e P e e Reant

from hlca A reprizmundFrom MBiiees Counie double
Then we reccived the order o ‘Alert', (o ‘Move! The guard around the airfield was immediately increased and we were not allowed o
receive any further telephone calls. Hurriedly we packed and prepared to leave. Pilots waited in their aircraft while the convoys carrying the
ground crews were also readied. At last we, the chiefs, received orders in the briefing room: “Move 10 Trier”. We also receiy
{ e ol g wediaathelr

0 receiv ing glance

d the secrct
it because, several times before, Vati' with a straight face

Come om, e’ gol"The Vorkonimanidos an d the Staffe took offor THesDiedentofen. O irs combat area SE T
was busy and noisy both by day and night. Ov q en route for Fra

coops
and tanks make for Sedan through S

The first enemy aircraft we encountered were RAF Hurricanes and | was able (0 claim my

we were flying withVarf again. At first we didn't see any enemy aircraft, but before the Ma
Look out

second victory against one of them. On that diy
.the Kontmandeur suddenly said over the radic
Stukast” When we got nearer we discovered that the aircraft carried roundels. Enemy roundels. Belgians! Everything was chaotic
We did not really attempt to fight, but | manage ourable position behind a brown coloured enemy plane. The guy went into +
dive and began evasive manocures western direction. However, | managed to keep my attacking position and opened fre
By left. B of his wings flew towards me. His right wing was shredded. Finally, he disappeared behind

always flying.

my third burst, he only had half his ¢

+ wood and I thought, he's had it!
Ibegan to fly ¢

tat low altitude. | briefly saw a Messerschmitt which I quickly lost. By now my tanks were nearly empty and I wondered
1 would be able (o reach my home base. I had no idea of my location, I kept flying eastwards, towards Germany, The arca over which | was
flying became more hilly and I sighted a small stream. | thought this must flow into the Mosel and I followed it Ten kilometres before the town.
my engine stopped: no more fuel. 1 found a field and made a belly landing. Fortunately, everything went well and the aircraft survived alme
intact. 1 walked (0 the nearest town and called" Vi I heard later that he was delighted o hear that I was safc and that I had also made a clain
Lwas picked up by car and driven to the airfield. | gave my combat report in the operations room. It appeared that my comrade Klaus had shot
at my victim just before it went down and it was not clear who would be credited with the claim. Vati'let us make the decision but neither
Klaus or | wanted (0 take the credit from each other. Finally Klaus was awarded the Kill I was more than happy o have been successful in my

sccond comba

claim described above probably 0ok place on 15 May 1940 at 10,00 hours when £z, Klaus was eredited with his second vietory (
Hurricane), 00l Hina von Ml Staihapfi o€ 8.1 55, wad oee: e csel o 2 May whes e wad Gedisd i three ielorek R 120
5. Moranc and a P-36

Agp ot 0

from 116 iy
e sk et
Erbenhe g the first days

ing
of the offensive against Frnce

including two by von 1

This photo was probably taken
shorty after these vict
indeur’ aircraft

1930 against 3

French Potcat6s

Frich Krenz in-Y

s sl painted across the fin
and e a practice that was carricd on by 6,16 27 until the
2 Gromotka was ater awarded

7 photographed in the
1109 E coded Yelow 3 ouined in b

whitc
e gend 7 indcaiog the octane g of the o in
blac
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Messerschmitt B 109 E-1 piloted by Lt. Fritz Keller of 2./JG 27, May 1940

It has been widely thought that the emblem on this alrcraft was Introduced when 1./JG 27 was transferred
to North Africa In 1941, but this was not the case. The emblem was Introduced to commemorate

Germany's affillation with ts colonies of ‘Deutsche Ost Afrika’ and ‘Deutsche Sidwest Afrika’. Around this
time, the red numbers used by Luftwatfe fighters to Identify their second Staffeln were replaced by black.

1./06 27

ABOVE: This formation of B 109 Es of 6 ]G 27 was taken during

The sircraft nearest
ka, with
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T e e “I came up behind the

f;:ff,‘ff'?;;;ﬂ'.ﬁ".':::'" Sl oyl el e Morane, but my opening !
shots went ahead of their

target.”

e it e wings,whih b st v b
HUGO DAHMER

g the French campaign it was quite common
o ia s

that was availabe. It s
have ben suitablc f

op by us

e ke e

Hugo Dabmer was awarded the Ritterkreus on 1 August 1941, He later served
ABOVE: This b 1 was sent o with JG 77, /G 5,)G 26 and JG eing seriously wounded in October
Pt P 1943, ut o

was bor at Koblen on 7th My 1918, Most o my youth was spent i he
“I.M o€ Wich neae Tries There | was fortunae 1 b bl (0t
such 2, thy helped e decde 10 becomea ik

T 19811 corolled t e can Hlegrtorsce 3 Quikehach where | avined y A2 g
Bieced 4, Octobee 1956, inonde o ok g sl o he Relcbadienst (i servie
€1 i o mc o lowedin ey s Condions. Faly 1 was bk 1
g schoc it Schewaice nea Beinwher  succesely o
Ccenieae at Stetin,ploting 2 52,30 o
1939, being qal

S then poted o the ¢

and the B 109 Ny G
the Spanienioest In Cod with Sccerien

While oy ot ook prt n e i of o, our St pateoied e wester border !

- my B-1, B2 and aerobatic certificate

. my bl fyin diploma (which 1 id

d to fly any type of aircraft in Germany
at Dusseldorf where I trained to become a
uommandeur was Hptm. Herwig Knippel who had gaincd m

using very primitive grass airficlds and we were often scrambled in onder (o intercept enemy plancs
By the spring of 1940, we all realised that it was very probable that we would be involved w

New badge of 1./JG 26 we had been at war since September 1939, but although we had scrambled several times we ha
Although I was on holiday on 9 May. I interrupted it when | heard that the ‘real war had started | w

been transferred to a base near the Belgian border.
On 17 May, 1 made my first claim. | came across a Morane MS 406 which was chasing 3 B |
Keep shooting 00 far ahead. | came up behind the Morane, but my opening shots also went ahead
the two aircraft, anticipating the flight path of the Morane which was hit. (The MS 406 was destroyed near T
My o Siafulspitn, Fptm Kl wes kil 1o acton on 19 May 1 do oot know
disappeared into the cloud. W
B s s T b o e o Fance, v qul
and were usually large meadows. The unit just sent a pile
LEFT. ABE109 B Black had no h: or other special equipment. P
‘most of the populat
the only persons we saw being the elderly We had no difficulty in finding food; cows, milk and cgss be
After we found a possible ‘airfield’,a Vorkommando’ including the ‘crsien Warten' (leading mecha
receive the pilots with their aircraft The main column fo

ots and men were billcted anywhere, in 2 house

 Was on the road, trying (o escape the German advance When we arrived .

sent 1o the meadow in order tlowed late

ars of the Balkenkreuz.
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and underneath. The inner part of the gun

troughs were painted yellow (RLM 04).

insignia- the red R under the cockpit for
honorary name of JG 2)

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 W.Nr. 1526, flown by
Major Erich Mix, Kommandeur of il./JG 2,
France, 21 May 1940

Mix was shot down on 21 May but was able to make a
successful belly landing near Roye In France. The double
chevron of the Gruppenkommandeur and wavy line of the
third Gruppe were painted In black outlines on the sides
of the fuselage of his aircrat.

1G 2 ‘Richthofen’
Geschwader badge




364 @ Invasion in the West The Invasion of France @ 365

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 piloted by Hptm. Werner Molders,
Gruppenkommandeur of IIl./JG 53, 25 May 1940

Shown Just after Méiders claimed his 18th victory, a French Morane 406, this aircraft was probably the
one In which he himself was shot down on § June 1940. The aircraft camouflage indicates that a large
proportion of the fuselage has been overpainted in RLM Grey (RLM 02).

Crupremit) o ke thekspsognph e
s b purscusc on te e

<aptured the scenc. Note g
Sorne sight mntlag applcd 10 the fschge
and also s rear view miroe fitted abee

the cockpit

s 53

ABOVE: This B 109 3 was flown by Hpim Werncr
1 6 June when he

black and the

carris the JG

enkreuz painted accross the fin and ruddcr. In additi
Gruppenkommander and the I1l Grappe vertical bar and the JG 53 ‘PkoAs
time the fin carricd 18 white victory bars but he had 7 more when he was shot down

Messerschmitt Bf 108 B-1 of I1./JG 53, M-y 1“0
agdwaff

Apart from their front lin equipment, the J number of transport and i S __M
Cocumrioations skraf aigo 1 tben ypko o Asa o thia 408 Gfuc s perated 2

by I1./1G 53 based at Charleville during May 1940.

in May 1940, this B 109 F o
in grey, outined in wh

rim stage. In the foreground ae the shor
s of an alled aicraft. U109 Es coded White 1/ and White 9




Dunkirk

BELOW General

123 May 1940, a G thrust oft Biitsh, French

anc Belgion 10003 postioned on the Franco Balgian borcer. With their backs o the sea. Churchil
had suggested, as early s 20 May, that a fleet of small vessels be assembled to sail o France should
an evacuation become necessary

On 24 May, General Ewald von Kieist's spearhead Panzer units folled to a hait along the high ridge
of ground which skirted a line of canals west of Dunkik
After a breathtakingly rapid acvance, General Heinz
Guderian, commanding XIX. Panzerkorps and General
GeorgHans Reinhardt commanding XLI
had forced bridgeheads over the Aa Ganal and were
bout to press on towards the small port in which the
ored remains of the EF was now gathering ready for
ts fullscale evacuation to England. But then, at 12.30
hours, came an order from the Fihrar’s headauarters =
the armour was to hatt
 teasons for this surprising order have often
been devated by miltary historians, but certain focts
cor. For three days, Hitier had feared that the armoured spearhead of Army Group A had
vanced 100 fost for an effective flank defence 10 be established. It was ‘tactically foolhardy’ to
mimit tanks in the swamy Flanders (owlands when he now had other priorties. Furthermore, he was.
the vision of his amour being shot to pieces in the streets of Dunkirk
ing stepped In and pronounced that the Luftwaffe was perfectly capable of
oncitcled Bitish forces alone and wihout the need for mour Hiler had the fial
waffe was 1o finish the job at Dunkirk
r0d 10 some extent by Kesselring’s pessimism over the

Panzerkorps

sselring warned that some Gruppen were down to fifteen serviceable aircraft and that many
 units were still based hundreds of kilometres away on German airfields.

Notwithstanding this, German fighters were rushed ever closer to the battie area. The B 109s of
were moved into St. Omer which had only just been evacuated by the RAF. As the Stab flight
led by Oberstieu ind, shells were stil bursting around the airfield from both
man and Allied guns. With only a few drops of fuel in their tanks, the Messerschmitts managed to
retuelied, quickly went into action escorting bombers attacking

Pol to the south

but, once

' the British o utilise the outer harbour areas and the outlying
ay saw 10 per cent of bomber strength lost for 320 tons of bombs dropped,

inds for an increase in fighter escort
urdened with the duty of protecting the bombers, for the first time Luftwaffe fighter pilots
tted against an enemy fighter capable of meeting the B 109 E on equal terms - the magnificent
Supermarine Spitfire, From dawn each day, Air Vice- Marshal Sir Keith Park, commander of the RAF's
11 Group, sent alterate squadron-strength
waves of Spitfires and Hurricanes across the
Channel, occasionally supplemented by
Defiants and Blenheims, 1o patrol the French
coast, usually at 50 minute intervals in an
attempt to break up German attacks before
they reached the beaches.

The German pilots found that their own
aircraft could be outtumed and outclimbed,
and, for the first time, the Bf 109 E was
forced to fly to the limits of its performance.
On 26 May, the three composite Gruppen of
JG 27 escorted the dive bombers of SL.G 77
and clashed with RAF Spitfires over the
beaches. Two days later, 1./JG 26
‘encountered Homchurchbased Spitfires over

Jopat

b T

the Channel east of the port. Despite claims.
for six shot down, only two Spitfires were
reported lost by 616 Squadron, the only ur
fose aircraft that day. However, sev

German experte were carving their reputations
over Dunkirk, including Joschim Mincheberg.
the Gruppenadiutant of 11l./G 26, as well as
Josef Priller and Walter Oesau.

The problem

¢ the

operating at extrem

before being required to head home
was that the decimated tr00ps of the
‘sweeping through the s
(300 feet)

On 27 May, the Luftwaffe lost 2:
had lost more aircraft on this @

100 were transfs

further action against Dunkirk could

On 1 June - a clear and f

M
Carrying the standard figh

strafing columns of weary soldiers try

tor camouflage of dark-green (RLM
the uppersurfaces with light blue (RLM 65) on the fuselage sides a
of this Stafel carried their white Identification number painted Just

k
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‘Fall Rot’ o

he Luftwatic’s B

Fa ‘and French
%-mmm,n—u-mmhmmmnm:mn-mmm
towards supporting the Wetwmacht's drive on Paris. Eight days earfier, on 20 May 1940, the German High
Command had put forward @ plan for the final ffensive against France, codenamed ‘Unternehmen Rot'
(Operation Red). It would be in two phases. Army Group B under General von Bock would advance 10 the
Seine, whilst Panzergruppe Kleist (on Bock's left flank) would isolate Paris. Rundstedt’s Army Group A was.
o follow four days later, striking southwards from the Aisne towards Rheims. At the head of this attack,
Panzergruppe Guderian would Smash through the French centre, then outflank the right.

The intial German air objective wos the neutralisation of French fighter airflelds and installations as.

weil as arcrat targets around thrust against
the 46 ygand line. Furthermore, Luftwatfe was ... 10
@ atiack...
forces ..
the back to the
ny at this time. The /G 77 plus /)G 52 were to

cover the vital synthetic ol plant at Leuna. while 11.J)/TrG¢.186 returned to Norway and
LUI/LG 2 moved back to the German Bight.

Opposing the Luftwaffe were the recently reinforced Armée de IAlr units of General
o Astier de la Vigerie's
some 125 bombers and approximately 225 fighters, composed mainly of Bloch 1525, MS
4065 and the new, tast and highly manoeuvrable Dewoltine 0520,

During the first theee days of June, the Luftwafe attacked some 30 aiefields, 60 rail
targets and 50 other targets Inciuding ports, but the main effort was 10 be expenced in
two coordinated attacks. The firs, by Luftfotte 3, was 1o be carried outin the Ridne valley
and around Marsellies with the Kdea of preventing the French from bringing seasoned
troops from North Africa. The second attack, codenamed *Untemehmen Paula’, was
intended to Al Force. 787 aircratt,
French front ine strength had actually risen, but serviceabilty rates were very poor.

Operation Paula commenced on the early afteroon of 3 June, when more than 300
bombers drawn from KG 1, KG 2, KG 3, KG 4, KG 30, KG 54, KG 76 and LG 1 formed a three wave force
assigned to attack no fewer than 50 targets. They were assigned a large escort of BY 109s and B 110s,
the former including elements of 1/JG 1, LU)/LG 2, JG 3, JG 26, JG 27, JG 53, JG 54 and JG 77 operating.
under the control of the VIl. Fliegerkorps and Jafi 3 (Oberst Gerd von Massow). The fighters task was to
clear the airspace ahead of the bombers.

In oppressive, hazy weather conditions, 1./JG 3, operating under Stab JG 77, attacked the airfield at
Meaux which was the target for the Do 17 of KG 76, but the only successful pilot was Hptm. Gnther
Litzow who shot down a Curtiss P-36. Meaux was aiso the destination for 1./)G 53 which encountered
French fighters over the target. Hotm. Werner Moiders of l./JG 53 claimed a Spitfre, his 23rd victory. /G
27 encountered heavy French antiaircraftfire east of Compiégne. The 24 Bf 1095 of Il /JG 27 clashed with
MS.406s over their target airfield, claiming just one enemy aircraft shot down. JG 26 fared iitte better, the
4. Staffel claiming three French fighters.

the operation the part of the 1G 27 flew 265 sort
17 missions - overall achievement o the first day was not entirely satisfactory, with just 16 French fighters
destroyed on the ground and another 17 in the
air for the loss of 26 German aircraft
Furthermore, none of the factories targeted
were out of action for longer than 24 hours.

On 5 June Hotm. Wemer Molders, the
Kommandeur of /)G 53, was shot down and
taken prisoner near Senlis and was escorted
through Verneuil before being taken to Chantilly
by truck. On 29 May, Molders had become the
first fighter pilot 10 be awarded Germany's
highest decoration, the Ritterkreuz, for haning,
achieved 25 victories. He was reploced s
‘commander of ll./JG 53 by another veteran of

the Spanish Chil War, Hotm. Harro Harder. On 6 June, ‘Untermetimen Rot
‘was launched, German ai forces quickly establishing air superorty. Thirty
seven aircraft were lost however, including two B 1095 from 1./)G 1, one
rom JG 2. two from IL/JG 3, one from JG 26, five from JG 27, and one
from 1./4G 51.

The last major French success in the air was the reply 1 the German
Operation Tapir when the Luftwaffe lost some 30 aircraft in attacks on Paris
005 June, with losses 10 the French of 24 fighters. The chief reason for
French aircraft losses in the campaign was thei use against welldefended
German ground targets, 28 per cent of losses accountabie in this way. For
example, GC 1/6 and 11/2 were bady mauied while carrying out ground
attack missions.

Ten B 1095 were lost on 6 June, but several German piots gained
Victories including Lt Gusta Sprick of 8./)G 26 who shot down three Bioch
1525, On the same day, Hotm. Adolf Galland, arrving rom JG 27 took over
1./3G 26 from Major Emst von Berg and thus beginning what would be an
ustrious career with that Geschwader. One of the Jagdwaffe’s most
successful operations came on 9 June when this unt, escorting 3 Do
Vernon, shot down six from a formation of 17 Caudron C 714C-1 fig
Polish unit GC 1/145, were claimed as MS 406 by the Germans.

As ‘Rot"continued however, 50 the Luftwaffe established ai
airfields were attacked, with 87 aircraft destroyed on the ground. Fro
steadiy deciine. The fact was that French ar power was nadequate and
technicall infercr, in the face of such overwhelming German e

The same day, von Rundstedts Heeresgruppe A launched a crust
Army holding the Aisne between Neuichitel and Attigny. The att
1L Flegerkorps escorted by the Bf 1095 of JG 53 and the Bf 110s of ZG 2
were attacked by twice thelr number of German unis, but despre ¢
however, the Germans crossed the Aisne, reaching the Marne and the

By 06.30 hours on 14 June, German miftary vehicles had reaches
But, by then, two millon Parisians had aieady fied the French captal
was hung from the Arc de Triomphe.

On 21 June, with an aerial escort provided by IL/JG 26, Hiter and
armistice tems in the same raiway carriage which the Alies hax
The peace terms were finally signed on 25 June, the last victory ciai
Groupe de Reconnaissance Il/14 based at Montélimar shot down on
Between 3 September 1939 and 25 June 1940, the French Ax Forces
destruction of 1,009 German and Ralian aircraft during 20.
confirmed kil including 355 Bf 1095 and Bf 110s, 461 bomd
aircraft. German records indicate the oss of 1,469 aircraft in the same pe
RAF, the Belgian and Dutch air force (respectively and approx

RIGHT. On 17 June 1940 Marshal Philippe Petain made
an Armistice. Out of v

French General Huntziger seated 10 the ket
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Jagdwaffe Order of Battle for ‘Fall Rot’

13 - .
I was going to try for a landing Sieme'itit
in the corn...” £
] et Gonoraec iegos st ssakng
UFFZ. FRANZ JAENISCH > E
— obere K vo Do
Ny 1540, was i berfieded Wi 3/1G 2. O St s baed ne Roue and L et
I orders to conduct a mission involving four aircraft with the objective of landing at Beaumont to. Stab JG 26 Bf109E Major Hans Hugo Witt
o e S e N S G i i e e Wiess  GI0OE  Hom Kol Eobigusen
was nothing 0 be seen except a huge field of grain. So I called to Helmut Wick, who was leading the 11/JG 26 Bf109E Major Ernst von Berg (replaced
other Rotte o (:u him that I was going to try for a landing in the com - which later tumed out (o be by Hptm. Adolf Galland on this day)
over a mere high - and that he should keep a lookout in casc of any danger/This was the it landing. 11163 B{109E  Hptm. Ginther Litzow
: i i nees WjGa BOAODE Hotm aker Koo
pulle up The other aircraf anded in my tacks and am..mu. the follow-up party lost its way, by that Jagdfiegertihrer 3 Oberst Gerd von Massow
L e e e smiaSt  BA0E  ObestToeo Osatamp
for s long. 1./6 51 Bf 109 E Hptm. Hans Heinrich Brustellin Stab JG 52 B 109 € Major H
The it was  perfec cxampleofhe sort o bae our ighter unis loked fosan open aning area wih  inge of woodiand and n his case 1/J6 26 Bf109E  Major Gotthard Handrick 1./J6 52 B 109 E Hotm. W
a small town and. plus. e of el \c among the trees, the other down the hill in 1/1G 20 B 109 E Hptm. Hannes Trautioft 11./JG 52 BI109E Hptm. HansGi
the town There were alo the usual Individual sicrat shelters which were made to resemble sal e bulkings. 1./3G 27 BI109E Hptm. Werner Andres Korn
oo lodte s o e i Limiottes 1\ Gasoral or Fiogorago Sparie s 1653 ‘
HavreOcteville. My section of Bf 109s duly complied. I conducted 4 Cram
i IR e (N e i Vil Flogokars conoraimajor Wotar von Richibeen 11653 i
harbour and finally over the airficld, but neither friene ) 111G 5 He K
advance units were (0 be scen. | ordered the others (o stay upstairs' wi Stab JG 2 Bf 109 E Obstit. Harry von Bilow 11./3G 53 otm. Vi
e s e B bt i | e oz B09E Mot e Suompol
forasu takeoff 0./)6 2 Bf109 E Major Erich Mix b
ot T s R e i it e v "
Webrmacht lieutenant roared up on a motorcycle. He pulled up his goggles v
- o g \d shouted:* Where bave you come from= 1 shouted back: “What 100k Stab JG 27 B 109 E Obstit. Max Ibel Stab JG 5 B 109 E g
S 0. o ong 146 27 B{109E  Hpm. Helmut Riegel 1./16 54 Bl 1
The Chiteau de BeaumontieRoger which became the 11Q of At Le Havre, we were way ahead of the infantry - landing before they 171621 B(109E  Hptm. Fitz Utsch /36 3 BI109E
e e iy L e e e el iy et B109E . Jossim Sehening Whes  eioee

embic e b
May The B 109 has

©0-220T

3./1G 2 badge

RIGHT: Although the original phot
captioned as being taken at Christ
abscnce of snow, which had fallen at that
e fact that the pilots are in their shirt sceves,

cate that it was probably taken latcr

possibly in May or June 1940. Looking through the

“The hut was called Caté

RIGHT, T coeup o e o 14 1L Keug 109 B3 Ne 3413
e v bars wilh e dc oo whih thy e
Cored with Bt and French roundels abave The ictory on 13 \ay was
a Sptifire and the claim for 19 May was not e

al postion s fowad of the
kpit. Unde e open Mol

S Taybe e

a
Pickname of o Molle.
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\BOVE: Several BE 109 Es of
51652 with Yellow 12 i the
cntre probably photographed
during May 1940 0n 3 campaign
aeicld The aircraft carry the
16 52

running boar cm
o0 the engine cowl

line marking a0d the spianer hlved  back-recn and whic. O SADIS, 196 52

Straussbers to MannheimySandhofen

ABOVE. Pho

1./3G 52 Red 5 The running b

previous yar The panun of

during the winter of 193940, operations during the ‘Sitzkrig
-onspicuous on the ground in the spring of 1940. Therefore many units overpainted the pale

blue sides with various patterns of green and grey.

i
4k|mudun the B 109 B .

Variant of
boar badge

16 52 running
jopicted right
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LEFT: On the 24 May 1940, pilots of JG 26 were
aw B Il Qron

celebratory drink of
his frst victory

6./)G 26 ‘Steinbock”
(Ram) bado

‘Fall Rot' ® 375
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 8./JG 2 flown by Uffz. Georg Hippel, June 1940
The fuselage sides of aircraft were overpainted In a stipple finish In patches of
dark groon (RLM 71) applied with a brush using a stippling effect. The ‘wolfhound’ badge
was part of the family crest of the Staffelkapitan, Oblt. Alexander von Winterfeldt.

“I recognised the RAF roundels and
flew a textbook approach”

HANNS TRUBENBACH

Hanns Tribenbach was was appointed. Kommodore ofJG 52 in 1940. e was wounded over London
in October of that year, but survived the

3

unit, LG 2, <-. inst Poland where
w0 of them by pilots from my it team, 11 HansWedige von Weiher and Fu: Erwin
0. We suffered no losses. My Adjutant at that time was Lt Friedrich-Wilhelm Strakeljahn,
Who was Ltcr awarded the Rieioeaz

Aftr the campaign we were sent 10 north mmn, o proect the German ight CLC

which was very.
Umportant because o naalbase W did ok bt Mot b Operslion Wtrdiilngtegzian Nosacyndion
our Gruppe was sl sationed 3t Wyck auf Fohe in norhern Germany I s anly it (o days that e peovc st 1 Join the ‘Westetdzug

against the westem Allis, lying in the dircetion of north Holland. On 14 May we were sent to EssenMillieim from where we took part in the
offensive over southern Belgium.

On 19 May we moved to the campaign airficld of St Aubin, a very dusty location not far from Charleroi. Four days later, we were transferred o
France, 1o Mont St Ecouvez South. Gruppe, G  was based part of the airfic

Cn e Al.dm«l a French Curtiss Hawk 75 and three days later I scored my second victory against a Morane 406.This belonged (0
squadson that appearcd (o be training! led my Sfal into the attackfrom behind and hit one of them. It caugh fire and crased. (Note: Duting this
peslinie Thicfeld, later an important ace, also claimed a Morane 406 to open his tlly)

On 8 June 1940,1 was flying 4 mission at about 800 metres with Obi, Ihiefeld on my starboard side when | was hit by French Flak. I reccived a
direct hit in the right wing with its cannon. I climbed to 1,100 metres but, my engine had also been hit and the propeller stopped.  had o try to get
down as s00n as possible. | managed to find a ficld and made a belly landing. I was apprehensive because my aircraft was fitted with the
Reflexuisier (gunsight) and | was pliing o r ( hide ¢ when s a German edmacht vehicle i e
fro 123 on board and I said to him “Jf{ am lucky, you'l take Feourez
Sl

0 1 retumed t base I had no aircraft and I had to ask my pilots if I could borrow one of theirs. This was not e

el fight, but finally I got one from Ofte: Godert. Two hours later, we received the next mission order: escort for bombers in the Le
Hause area Havig compited the mission we were abi o fly  Jvie Jagdon ou rxur. ¢ was then e i am! ordered the port
Staffel o sce what in that area. H

ying ahead Therefore, | tumed towands the Flakwith my Stabscbraarn and ighted an Englih Firey Batle. 1 i a reen fare in oeder 0 ey
s as German and the Flak stopped firing.  recognised the RAF roundels and flew a textbook appmzcll Icltar)y saw the crew, pilot and observer

o wasaking photogapts They had ot spoted me 0 “Thi of the difference in specd
et our et Desple tis 1 ime to s at the e and re-The plo eacred i Tiolowed himThe observe then responded
by opening fire.1 e o
ABOVE: W the fslage Balkcreuscovered s «
with weapons to hand, take a break in front of Utfz Geor
A T i
finish applicd to the fusclage is very cvident 2 i the JG 2

ABOVE: A closeup of the 8. Stffel badge, on the nose of a
BO09E

ot ainied black green (RLM 70) with the
remainde i ed (RLM 28 This ierf s b  rounded
<Ockpit canopy and has had 2 moting applicd probably in
blackigrecn and dark green (RLM 71) rather thin the brush
supple fnish

R oot B 262 o oo
spin

ABOVE: The ground crew of this B 109 E-1 coded'Red 7*(outlined in white) of 8/JG 2 take a break from servicing thelr aircraft
“The paintbrush stippie finish is very evident and, on this machine, the Balkenkreuz has not been modificd. Notc that the stpple has

been taken down t0 include the wing root tself The aircraft also carried the JG 2 Geschwader emblem s well 3 the 8. Staffel badge.
o the nose which was part of the family crest of the Staffelkapitan, Obit Alexander von Winterfeldt

H
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s the t0p of the loch's il

BELOW: Undercamag et being cared ot on 10953 of 610
e

o g s provided e ammmnkion soengs
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RIGHT. Afir the introduction of the predominantly
Hightbluc (RLM 65) fusclage sides to B 109 E-1s, it
25 3000 discovered that during the spring and the
al green appearance of the landscape that this

rockder n RUM G5, Note thissrerf carried three
victory bars painted on the rider

RIGHT. A German saff car passes the wreck of a
BE109 E. belonging to Lt Herbert Wasscrzir aficr
het
Alprech ust sowh ofDoclogoe, He was epeared

d into 3 pillbox on the aificld of Cap

¢ on 27 May aftr the crash. The

hic
The mamic aoplen
sition was used by 1)G 1 dlater 111G 2

‘Fall Rot’ ® 381

5" of the 5. Saffl of an
e Judgewader

underneath

EWa

captured on 27 M
et on Cap  Alpreth ek but 15

0 the of
sl ey e boco ek ik
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A nasty surprise.
Hans Schmoller-Haldy

« S 2'The Spanish Ctoll War

during the summer of 1939,  had no knowledge of the political situation in Germany
ind western Europe. Just after the big parade in Berlin, 1 took a three week B,

flying (0 Africa in a Savoia airliner of Abtalia This was done with the aid of the 7,000 RM earned fror

my service with the Legion Gondor’ In Septembe 1939, was appointed Staflkapitin of 31G.

4 which had s been forad near Numbers the Gruppe wlnthe coa o s

cmblem. My Gruppenkommandeur was Hpim. HansJirgen von Cramon Taubadel. At first my

o1 b o B 1095 bk fcw Al 15345 Carchascraft e  fw months before e were

able 10 replace these by 109 Emils'after about three months.

Early in the autumn of 1939, our Gruppe moved for the first time, transfering o Boblingen
near Stuttgart 1o pateol the border with France. In November,a dramatic event oceurred which resulted in me
being court martialled and sentenced 1 six months in jail. 1 had allowed one of my best pilots, = Dressel, to m:
unofficial tour with a Hauptmann of a ground unit from Boblingen in an Arado 66 biplanc. Fying at 150 metre (500 fecu) mzn i
crashed, probably due to problems with the tai. allowed
o continue flying with my Staffel, but 2. Josef Prllcr,who led another Staffel in the area, took over command. Being (ricndly S Pl was
sull able 0 lead my men and the situation was soon forgotten. At the end of the year, von Cramon Taubadel, now a Major, was replaced by my
fricnd and former Stafelkapitdn in Spain, Hpim. Hubertus von Bonin.

Thie unit continued (o move, finally, arly in 1940, being based a the airfield of Eutingen near Horb, south-west of Stuttgart.

On 10 May 1940, the first day of the offensive against the west, we flew five missions, mostly strafing airfields or escorting bombers but
including support for our troops advancing on the ground. We also flew several frvfe Jagd sorties, encountering French fighters such as, for
example, the Morane 406 and Dewoitine 520.

We took part, with others, in the two best known actions of et factories
and airfields around Paris, and the fighting over Dunkirk from where the British Expeditionary Forces were attempting to evacuate back ©
Enghand Tt e i e T R e i e ey e e S Y R
campaign and claimed three French aircraft destroyed.

Before the Armistice was signed, on 21 June, we received 4 telegram at our operations room in Chitcaudun ordering us © move as quick
35 possible to Holland to intercept British raids, We were happy to end the French campaign with only light losses. On the other hand, we were
usted after more than a month of continuous fighting and upset that our hopes of being sent back to Germany for ‘rest and recuperation

exh
were dashed.

Thercfore our complete Geschiader moved north. I landed at Eindhoven during the evening of 20 June while another part of my first
Gruppe ws based on e age alied of Scipol pear Anstertam The I i L Gruppen wee st s the ot
16 June, | received an alert that a Bristol Blenheim had been reported flying over Rotterdam. I 0ok off with a Schwarm and quickly
found the British aircraft over Breda. Being higher, we turned and dived towards it My speed increased so rapidly that 1 quickly found myself
behind the encay, just in the right position to be shot at by its rear gunner. tried (0 escape, but it was t00 late. My aircraft was hit several times.
and 1 heard the metallic noise of the hits as well as my aircraft being shaken. Several seconds later, I regained my composure and began to fecl
4 horrible pain in my left foot. I looked at it and discovered that the cockpit floor was red with my blood. I was shocked for a few moments
bt regained my wits and explained my state over the radio. 1 told them that I would tey (o return*home’and land normally.I found the airfield
bat due i my st ofbicod [ Sl g ooges HisEh AR A s e BT S S R R
Foshissser | e R e ol el oA it S i bra e
ined my Staffel which had moved to Amsterdam. T had R o e S A RS o

A month later,

il campaign”

RIGHT: Two B 109 Es and

campaignin the s The
B 109, are coded Yellow
5'and Vellow 7" and have

the liakenkreuz posiioned

RLM 65) on the

oo
undemeath

BELOW: Several B 109 E and other aircraf lic
ona Fench i scap dump'at e o
the campaign in France. Several unit hadges can
cowlnganthe he s 0
bl aric the el of . Me first

mblem usually appearing
1 Also visble ae a Klemm
35 coued WL EATR 5 well a wrceks o French
Potcz 6.1 D17 extreme
igh
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LEFT, On 30 May 1940, Uttz Wager of 4G 54
(o 13676 3 the tim) in his BE 109 E1 %X
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[BELOW: AGolf Witker stands triumphant in front of the Fiffcl Tower which he had hoped to ascend
A very important part of the lft mechanism had mysteriously broken'and which equally
mysteriously was not repaircd until Paris had been iberated by the Alis in 1944, The next phase
of the air war, The Kanalkampf, would not be quitc a3 spectacular for Germany

ABOVE. Generalfeldmarschal Hermann Goring and
Generaloberst Walther von Beauchitsch await the arival
of Adolf Hiter before the signing of the Armistce at
Compicgne on 21 June 1940,
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